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Examiner's Amendment and Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

1. This action is responsive to Applicant's amendment filed on Jmie 15/2006. 

Examiner's Amendment 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be miacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 
CFR 1.312. To ensm-e consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Wesley Ferrebee, Registration Number 5 1,3 12, on August 25, 2005 for 
obviating any potential 101 issues and put the claims m condition for allowance. 

The claims are amended as following: 

1. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method for processing 
conflicts in a first and second file tree comprising: 
presenting one or more conflicts to a user; 

presenting more than one unresolved independent conflicts as a single conflict to 
said user, wherein said more than one unresolved independent conflicts are file tree 
conflicts determined fi-om a comparison of the first and second file trees; 

obtaining input fi-om said user; and 

handling said one or more conflicts and said single conflict based on said input, 
wherein one or more winning conflicts are applied to a file tree with which they were in 
conflict, and wherein 
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if said winning conflicts are server operations, said server operations are 
translated back up a conflict list across previous server operations, and then down a 
conflict list across client operations , wherein the translation is one of a rename or a 
reparent of an object of said winning operation and said winning operation is changed to 
refer to said object using its new lineage, and 

if said winning conflicts are client operations, said client operations are 
translated back up a conflict list across previous client operations, and then down the 
conflict list across server operations , wherein the translation is one of a rename or a 
reparent of an object of said winning operation and said winning operation is changed to 
refer to said object usiag its new lineage . 

2-8. (Canceled) 

9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein said wioning server 
operations are en-queued for transmission to the client. 

10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein said winning client 
operations are applied against said server's filesystem. 

11. (Currentiy Amended) An article of manufacture comprising: 

a computer iiseaUe storage medium having computer readable program code 
embodied therein for processing conflicts in a first and second file tree, said computer 
readable program code in said article of manufacture comprising: 

computer readable program code configured to cause said computer to present one 
or more conflicts to a user; 

computer readable program code configured to cause said computer to present 
more than one unresolved independent conflicts as a single conflict to said user, wherein 
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said more than one unresolved independent conflicts are file tree conflicts determined 
from a comparison of the first and second file trees; 

computer readable program code configured to cause said computer to obtain 
input from said user; and 

computer readable program code configured to cause said computer to handle said 
one or more conflicts and said single conflict based on said input, wherein one or more 
winning conflicts are applied to a file tree with which they were in conflict, and wherein 

if said winning conflicts are server operations, said server operations are 
translated back up a conflict list across previous server operations, and then down a 
conflict list across client operations , wherein the translation is one of a rename or a 
reparent of an object of said winning operation and said winning operation is changed to 
refer to said object using its new lineage, and 

if said winning conflicts are client operations, said client operations are 
translated back up a conflict list across previous client operations, and then down the 
conflict list across server operation s, wherein the translation is one of a rename or a 
reparent of an object of said winning operation and said winning operation is changed to 
refer to said object using its new lineage . 

12-18. (Canceled) 

19. (Previously Presented) The article of manufacture of claim 11 wherein said 
winning server operations are en-queued for transmission to the client. 

20. (Previously Presented) The article of manufacture of claim 1 1 wherein said 
winning client operations are applied against said server's filesystem. 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) A computer program product comprising: 
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a computer us e abl e storage medium having computer readable program code 
embodied therein configured to process conflicts in a first and second file tree, said 
computer program product comprising: 

computer readable code configured therein to cause a computer to present one or 
more conflicts to a user; 

computer readable code configured therein to cause a computer to present more 
than one unresolved independent conflicts as a single conflict to said user, wherein said 
more than one unresolved independent conflicts are file tree conflicts determined from a 
comparison of the first and second file trees; 

computer readable code configured therein to cause a computer to obtain input 
from said user; and 

computer readable code configured therein to cause a computer to handle said one 
or more conflicts and said single conflict based on said input, wherein one or more 
winning conflicts are applied to a file tree with which they were in conflict, and wherein 

if said winning conflicts are server operations, said server operations are 
translated back up a conflict list across previous server operations, and then down a 
conflict list across client operation s, wherein the translation is one of a rename or a 
reparent of an object of said winning operation and said winning operation is changed to 
refer to said object using its new lineage, and 

if said winning conflicts are client operations, said client operations are 
translated back up a conflict list across previous client operations, and then down the 
conflict list across server operation s, wherein the translation is one of a rename or a 
reparent of an object of said winning operation and said winning operation is changed to 
refer to said object usiug its new lineage . 



22-28. (Canceled) 
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29. (Previously Presented) The computer program product of claim 21 wherein 
said winning server operations are en-queued for transmission to the client. 

30. (Previously Presented) The computer program product of claim 2 1 wherein 
said winning client operations are appUed against said server's iBlesystem. 



- End - 
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Examiner's Statement of Reason(s) for Allowance 

3. Claims 1, 9, 10, 11, 19, 20, 21, 29, and 30 are allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior arts of record: Beizer et al., teaches a method and system for automatically 
resolving data conflicts in a shared data environment where a plm-ality of users can 
concurrently access at least portions of a master data file is presented. Users process data 
files by means of local copies of a master data file. When an attempted update of a 
master data file with an edited data file firom a user is detected, the updating file is 
analyzed to detemiine if any changes made are in conflict with changes made to the 
master data file by a second user. Neeman et al., teaches a replication facility provides 
for the replication of files or portions of files in a distributed environment. The 
replication facility is able to replicate any subtree within a distributed namespace of the 
distributed environment. New arts made of record: 'SUN Work Shop Team Ware: 
Users Guide', teaches a concurrent development model called Copy-Modify-Merge, 
Isolated (per developer) workspaces form the TeamWare model. A 
workspace is a specially designated UNIX directory and its subdirectories. 
With TeamWare^ you copy source firom a central workspace into your own 
workspace, modify the source, and merge your changes with changes made by 
other developers in the central workspace; TeamWare enables you to easily and 
intelligently copy files between workspaces and then merge changes that exist 
between corresponding files.'; and 'Unison File Synchronizer', teaches a file- 
synchronization tool for Unix and Windows. However, none of them, taken alone or in 
combination, teaches handling one or more conflicts and said single conflict based on 
said input, wherein one or more winning conflicts are applied to a file tree with which 
fliey were in conflict, and wherein if said winning conflicts are server operations, said 
server operations are translated back up a conflict list across previous server operations, 
and then down a conflict list across client operations, wherein the translation is one of a 
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rename or a reparent of an object of said winning operation and said winning operation is 
changed to refer to said object using its new lineage, and if said winning conflicts are 
client operations, said client operations are translated back up a conflict list across 
previous client operations, and then down the conflict list across server operations, 
wherein the translation is one of a rename or a reparent of an object of said winning 
operation and said winning operation is changed to refer to said object using its new 
lineage, in such a manner as recited in claims 1, 1 1, and 21. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chih-Ching Chow whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3693. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00am - 3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wei Zhen can be reached on 571-272-3708. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpubhshed applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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